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SIR EDMUND PLOWDEN. 

Lord Earl Palatinate, Governor and Captain General of New Albion 
in North America. 

Prepared for the Department of American History of the Minnesota 
Historical Society. 

BY REV. EDWARD D. NEILL, 

PKESIDENT OF MACALESTEK COLLEGE. 

Scarcely had the myth been dissipated, that Maryland was 
settled by a colony of two hundred persons chiefly Roman 
Catholics, by the publication of the Records of the English 
Jesuits, when a writer in the Catholic World, of last 
November, presents another fiction, under the title of "A 
missing paper of American History. — New Jersey colonized 
by Catholics." 

The writer uses this remarkable language: "Few are 
aware, that in the first constitution of the colony of New 
Jersey, or as it was known in its first charter, of the Pro- 
vince of New Albion, the Catholic settlers had proclaimed 
aloud the principles of religious toleration." 

In another paragraph we are informed : " The Catholic 
leader of this colony, and the first Englishman that settled 
New Jersey, was Sir Edmund Plowden." 

In one of the early volumes of the Pennsylvania Histori- 
cal Society, there is an article from the pen of an esteemed 
Bibliophilist, as well as Bibliopolist, the late John Pening- 
ton of Philadelphia, called "An examination of Beauchamp 
Plantagenet's description of the Province of New Albion." 

Sir Edmund Plowden is characterized therein as a pre- 
tender, braggadocio, and broken-down pettifogger, and Mr. 
Penington remarks : " Whether his residence in Virginia was 
voluntary, or not, it is impossible to say. The climate of 
that country for seven years was the usual prescription in 
those days by the Old Bailey doctors, for that degree of 
morbidness of the moral sensations which leads the patient 
to confound the difference between the meum and tuurn." 
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The object of this paper is to show that the Rev. R. L. 
Burtsell, D.D., the writer of the article in the Catholic 
World, has overestimated, as Mr. Penington has undervalued, 
the work and character of Plowden. 

Sir Edmund Plowden was the lineal descendant of Ed- 
mund Plowden, the learned and honorable pleader who died 
in 1584, whose commentaries on law, Chief Justice Coke 
called " exquisite and elaborate." 

In the " Visitation of Oxfordshire," published by the Har- 
leian Society, and in " Burke's Landed Gentry," may be found 
notices of the Plowden family of Shiplake to which he be- 
longed. 

About the year 1610, Plowden was married to Mabel, 
daughter of Peter Mariner of "Wanstead, Hampshire. 1 In 
the Calendar of State Papers of 1634-5, there is a notice of 
five pounds and nineteen shillings of ship money assessed 
upon Sir Edmund's tenants in Hampshire. 

In 1632, before the grant of the Province of Maryland 
to Lord Baltimore, Plowden, with Sir John Lawrence and 
others, petitioned for a grant of Long Island and thirty 
miles square to be called Syou. 2 This was modified in an- 
other petition to the King, asking permission to occupy " an 
habitable and fruitful Island named Isle Plowden, otherwise 
Long Isle," " near the continent of Virginia, about sixty 
leagues northwards from James City, without the Bay of 
Chesapeake," 3 and " forty leagues square of the adjoining con- 
tinent, as in the nature of a County Palatine or body politick, 
by the name of New Albion, to be held of your Majesty's 
Crown of Ireland, exempted from all appeal and subjection 
to the Governor and Company of Virginia." One month 
after the Province of Maryland was given to Cecil, the Second 
Lord Baltimore, King Charles the First ordered his Secre- 
tary, John Coke, to request the Lords Justices of Ireland to 
grant to the petitioners the Island, " between thirty-nine 
and forty degrees of latitude," and forty leagues adjacent on 
the adjoining continent, with the name of New Albion. 

1 Burke's Landed Gentry. 

8 Collections of New York Hist. Soc, 1869, p. 213-14. 

3 Ibid. 220. * Ibid. 218-19. 
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Before Leonard Calvert, and his overwhelmingly Protes- 
tant colony, as the Jesuits who accompanied him declared, 
sailed for the waters of the Chesapeake, Captain Thomas 
Young, a son of Gregory Young of York, received a special 
commission from the King, which is printed in Rymer's 
Fcedera, and dated September 23, 1633, authorizing him to 
fit out armed vessels for the voyage to Virginia and adjacent 
parts ; to take possession in the King's name of all territory 
discovered, not yet inhabited by any Christian people ; to 
establish trading posts with sole right of trade, and to make 
such regulations and to appoint such officers as were neces - 
sary to establish civil government. 

In the spring of 1634 the exploring expedition departed, 
the Lieutenant of which wa3 Robert Evelyn, a nephew of 
Young ; Evelyn's father, of Godstone, Surrey, having married 
Susan, the Captain's sister. Among other officers was a 
surgeon named Scott, and the cosmographer was Alexander 
Baker of St. Holborn's parish, Middlesex, described by Young 
as " skilful in mines and trying of metals. " 

The great object of Captain Young was to ascend the 
Delaware River, which he called Charles, in compliment to • 
the King, until he found a great lake, which was said to be 
its source, and then to find a Mediterranean Sea, which the 
Indians reported to be four days journey beyond the moun- 
tains. 

He entered Delaware Bay on the twenty-fifth of July, 
1634, and on the twenty-ninth of August he had reached the 
Falls of the Delaware River. On the first of September, 
Lt. Robert Evelyn was sent in the shallop " up to the rockes 
both to sound the water as he went and likewise to try 
whether the boats would pass the rocks or no." 

Meeting a trading vessel there from Manhattan, Young 
ordered Evelyn to see the Hollanders outside of Delaware 
Bay, then to go and discover along the Atlantic coast. He 
went as far as Hudson's River, and then returned to Young 
on the Delaware. Captain Young writes : "As soon as he was 
returned I sent him presently, once more up to the falls, to 
try whether he could pass those rockes at a spring tide, which 
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before lie could not do at a neap tide, but it was then also 
impossible with any great boats, wherefore he returned back 
to me agayne." 1 

After this, Young still in the Delaware River, Robert 
Evelyn was sent with dispatches to England, where he re- 
mained until the fall of 1636, when he returned to Virginia, 
and the next year was one of the councillors and surveyors 
of that colony. At this time, George, his brother, came to 
Kent Island, in Maryland, as the agent of the London part- 
ners of William Clayborne. 

When Evelyn was in England in A. D. 1635, Edmund 
Plowden was living at Wanstead by no means happy, and 
causing those who were in any way dependent upon him to 
feel most miserable. His harsh treatment of others, and un- 
governable temper, made him a pest to the neighborhood. 
About this time, also, he left the Church of Rome, and con- 
formed to the Church of England. 

His wife Mabel, to whom he had been married twenty-five 
years, on account of his cruelty was at length obliged to 
make complaint. The Court sustained her, and Plowden 
was ordered to pay the expenses of suit and provide alimony. 

Another complaint was lodged against him on May 3d 
1638, for beating the wife of Rev. Philip Old field, Rector of 
Lasham, who was about to become a mother, because Plow- 
den and the clergyman had disagreed upon the terms of a 
certain lease. 2 As late as November 14, 1639, he manifested 

' Young's letter giving an account of the expedition is printed in Collec- 
tions of Mass. Hist. Soc, 4th series, vol. ix. p. 81. 

s The following, taken from " Calendar of State Papers," explains the 
allusions of the text. 

" Mat 30, 1638. Kino's Council. 

Philip Oldfield, clerk, rector of Lasham, Hants, by petition to his Majesty, 
which was referred to the Lords, showed that he had been rector of Lasham 
for twenty-five years, but by pretended lease for 99 years (£20 per annum 
only being reserved for the cure) he could never enjoy the full rights of the 
church, and when by law petitioner attempted to void the lease of Sir Ed- 
mund Plowden, the new patron and assigner of said lease, so multiplied 
suits upon petitioner, threatened his ruin, unjustly detained his body, beat 
his wife great with child, and insulted over his weak and declining estate ; 
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" passion," " obstinate lying," and persisted in contempt of 
Court, by refusing to pay his wife's alimony. It had become 
evident that if he should sail for America, his absence would 
not be deplored. 

When Eobert Evelyn again returned to England, he was 
induced, in 1641, to write a small quarto with the title 
" Direction for Adventures, and true Description of the 
healthiest, pleasantest, and richest plantation of New Albion, 
in North Virginia, in a letter from Mayster Robert Eveline, 
who lived there many years." 1 

This description was in the form of a letter addressed to 
Plowden's wife, and begins " Good Madam : Sir Edmund 
our noble Governour, and Lord Earl Palatine persisting still in 
his noble purpose, to goe on with his plantation, in Delaware 
or Charles river, just midway between New Englxnd and 
Virginia, where with my Uncle Young I severall years re- 
sided, hath often informed himselfe both of me and Master 
Stratton, as I perceive by the hands subscribed of Edward 
Monmouth Tenis Palee, and as Master Buckham, Master 
White and other Ship-masters and Saylors whose hands I 
know, and it to be true, that there lived and traded with me, 
and is sufficiently instructed of the state of the country and 
people there, and I should very gladly according to his 

that neither friend, kinsman, nor servant dared be assistant to petitioner, 
who was forced to compound, and entrance had in J6200, not to trouble Sir 
Edmund. He therefore besought his Majesty to refer the hearing of his 
business. 

Upon hearing all parties : We ordered Mr. Oldfield to bring an action of 
trespass against Sir Edmund for entering into some part of the parsonage 
of Lasham, and that Sir Edmund shall plead not guilty, and go to trial at 
the next assize of Winchester, and shall admit the trespass, and give in 
evidence, the lease of said parsonage, of 4th of Queen Elizabeth, by Wil- 
liam Guy the incumbent, and Nicholas Pinke the then pretended patron, 
and afterwards confirmed by Eobert the Bishop of Winchester, and when 
the Lords shall be advertised of the result of the trial, they will take further 
order, according to his Majesty's reference." 

1 The title of this rare tract is given in Allibone's Dictionary, but we are 
unable to refer the reader to a copy. A portion of it at least is printed in 
Plantagenet's New Albion and reprinted in it by Force in his Historical 
Tracts, vol. ii. 



Sir Edmund Plowden. 211 

desire, have waited on you into Hamshire to have in- 
formed your Honour, in person, had not I next weeke been 
passing to Virginia. But neverthelesse, to satisfie you of the 
truth, I thought good to write unto you my knowledge, and 
first to describe you from the North side of Delaware unto 
Hudsons river, in Sir Edmunds Patent called new Albion, 
which lieth just between New England and Maryland, and 
that Ocean sea I take it to be about 160 miles I finde some 
broken land, Isles, and Inlets, and many small Isles at Egbay: 
But going to Delaware Bay, by Cape May, which is 24 miles 
at most, and is as I understand very well set out and printed 
in Captain Powels map of New England, done as is told mee 
by a draught I gave to M. Daniel the plot maker, which Sir 
Edmund saith you have at home." 

Sir Edmund Plowden 's first visit to America was in the 
year after this letter was printed, and Robert Evelyn also 
returned and on the 23d of June, 1642, was commissioned 
by the authorities of Maryland " to take charge, and com- 
mand, of all, or any of the English, in, or near about Pis- 
cataway, and levy, train, and master them." 1 

During the year 1642, Plowden appears to have sailed up 
the Delaware, and visited " the fort given over by Captain 
Young, and Master Evelyn," 2 which seems to have been in or 
near the Schuylkill. His residence was chiefly in Virginia, 
and it is possible that he brought some servants of his family 
from England. In the manuscript records of Maryland, at 
Annapolis, there is notice of Margaret Brent the intimate 
friend of Governor Leonard Calvert visiting the Isle of Kent, 
in the Chesapeake Bay, accompanied by Anne, a lame maid 
servant of Sir Edmund Plowden. Hazard and others note 
a purchase in 1643, of a half interest in a bark, by Sir 
Edmund, which was then used by him. 

John Printz, the third Governor of 'New Sweden, described 
by De Vries " as weighing four hundred pounds and taking 
three drinks at every meal," arrived on the fifteenth of Feb- 

1 Maryland MSS. at Annapolis. 

* See Plantagenet's New Albion, p. 19. Force's Tracts, vol. ii. 
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ruary, 1643, at Fort Christina on the Delaware. He ap- 
pears to have resisted the claims of Plowden. In the " Re- 
monstrance of New Netherlands," published in 1650, a trans- 
lation of which is in the second volume of the New York 
Colonial Documents, is the following : " We cannot omit to 
say that there has been here, both in the time of Director 
Kieft and in that of General Stuy vesant, a certain English- 
man who called himself Sir Edmund Plowden and styling 
himself Earl Palatinate of New Albion pretended that the 
country ou the west side of the North River as far as Vir- 
ginia, was his property under a grant from James, King of 
England ; but he remarked that he would have no mis- 
understanding with the Dutch, but was much offended 
with, and bore a grudge against John Prins, the Swedish 
Governor in the South River, in consequence of receiving 
some affronts which were too long to record, but which he 
would take an opportunity of resenting, and possessing him- 
self of the South River." 

Plowden was residing in Virginia at the time when Gov. 
Berkeley's chaplain, the Rev. Thomas Harrison, became a 
non-conformist and the leader of the Puritans settled in the 
valley of James River, and he must have been familiar with 
the negotiations between these Puritans and Lord Balti- 
more's government in Maryland, by which they agreed to 
move to the shores of Chesapeake Bay, on condition that 
they could have a free exercise of their religion. 

He was also acquainted with William Clayborne who had 
lived in Maryland before Leonard Calvert and party arrived. 
In 1648 both Plowden and Harrison visited Boston on their 
way to England, the first m the summer, and the latter in 
the autumn. 

Governor Winthrop in his Journal writes : " Here, arrived 
one Sir Edmund Plowden who had been in Virginia about 
seven years. He came first with a patent of a County Pala- 
tine for Delaware Bay ; but wanting a pilot for that place, 
he went to Virginia, and there having lost the estate he 
brought over, and all his people scattered from him ; he came 
hither to return to England for supply, intending to return 
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and plant Delaware, if he could get sufficient strength to 
dispossess the Swedes." 

Soon after Plowden reached England there was published 
"A Description of the Province of New Albion," and in this 
a decided sympathy is shown for Clayborne, who, before the 
arrival of Leonard Calvert, had established trading posts in 
the upper Chesapeake region, as well as for the principles of 
religion advocated by the Virginia Puritans, as a condition 
of their removal to Maryland. 

Beauchamp Plantagenet, the professed writer of this pam- 
phlet, uses this language: "Captain Clayborn heretofore 
Secretary, and now treasurer of Virginia, in dispute with 
Master Leonard Calvert alledgeth ; that [the patent] of 
Maryland is likewise void in part as gotten on false sugges- 
tions : for as Cap : Clayborn sheweth the Maryland Patent, in 
the first part declareth the King's intention to bee to grant 
a land there after described, altogether dishabitated and un- 
planted, though possest with Indians. 

" Now Kent Isle was with many households of English by 
C. Clayborn before seated, and because his Majesty by his 
privy signet shortly after declared it was not his intention 
to grant any lands before seated and habited : and for that 
it lieth by the Maryland printed Card, clean North -ward, 
within Albion, and not in Maryland; and not onely late 
Sea-men, but old Depositions in Claybornes hand, shew it to be 
out of Maryland, and for that Albions Privy signet is elder, 
and before Maryland patent, Clayborn by force enterd, and 
thrust out Master Calvert out of Kent ; Next Maryland Patent 
coming to the Ocean, saith along by the Ocean, unto Dela- 
ware Bay ; That is the first Cape of the two most plain in 
view, and exprest in all late English and Dutch Cards; and 
note unto Delaware Bay is not into the Bay, nor farther then 
that Cape heading the Bay, being in thirty-eight and forty, 
or at most by seven Observations I have seen, thirty-eight 
and fifty minutes: So as undoubtedly that is the true intended 
and ground bound, and line, and no farther, for the words 
following, are not words of Grant, but words of Declaration ; 
that is Which Delaware Bay lieth in forty degrees where New 
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England ends ; these are both untrue, and so being declarative 
is a false suggestion, is void, for no part of Delaware Bay 
lieth in forty [degrees]." 1 

He proposes as the fundamentals of religion that which 
no well instructed Roman Catholic could accept. His lan- 
guage corresponds with the views of the Virginia Puritans 
as embodied in the oath of office in 1648, and the Act of 
1649 of the Maryland Legislature. 

The language of Plantagenet is as follows : " It is materiall 
to give a touch of Religion and Government, to satisfy the 
curious and well-minded Adventurer. For Religion it being 
in England yet unsettled, severall Translations of Bibles, and 
those expounded to each mans fancy, breeds new Sects, I con- 
ceive the Holland way now practised best to content all 
parties, first : by Act of Parliament or Grand Assembly, to 
settle and establish all the Fundamentals necessary to salva- 
tion, as the three Creeds, the Ten Commandments, Preaching 
on the Lords day, and great days, and Catechising in the after- 
noon, the Sacrament of the Altar and Baptisme ; But no perse- 
cution to any dissenting, and to all such as to the Walloons free 
Chapels ; and to punish all as seditious, and for contempt, as 
bitter, rail and condemn others of the contrary ; for this argu- 
ment or persuasion all Religion, Ceremonies, or Church-Dis- 
cipline, should be acted in mildnesse, love and charity, and 
gentle language, not to disturb the peace or quiet of the In- 
habitants, but therein to obey the Civill Magistrate." 2 

On Tuesday, June 11, 1650, a pass was granted for about 
" seven score persons, men, women and children to go to New 
Albion," but there is no evidence that the party ever sailed. 3 

Upon a map prepared by Virginia, the talented daughter 
of John Ferrar, once Deputy Governor of the Virginia Com- 
pany,and published in 1651, is the following note on Delaware 
River. " This river the Lord Plowden hath a patten of, and 
calls it New Albion, but the Swedes are planted in it, and 
have a great trade of Furrs." 

1 Plantagenet's New Albion. 2 Ibid. 

s Collections of the New York Historical Society, 1869, p. 222. 
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In 1651, Thomas Cole came to Maryland and the next 
year he made the following deposition relative to a Captain 
Mitchell, who had been appointed a member of the Mary- 
land Council by Lord Baltimore, which shows that Plowden 
was still in England. He deposed : " That before coming 
out of England, he was at Mr. Edmund Plowden's chamber. 
He asked me with whom I lived, I replied " Captain Mitchell." 
lie persuaded me not to go with him to Yirginia, asked me 
" Of what religion he was, and whether I ever saw him go 
to church." I made answer, '• I never saw him go to church." 
He replied " that Captain Mitchell, being among a company 
of gentleman, he wondered that the world had been so many 
hundred years, deluded with a man and a pigeon." Mr. 
Plowden then told Cole, that by the pigeon was meant the 
Holy Ghost, and by the man " Our Saviour Christ." 

When the Hutch Commissioners, in the fall of 1659, visited 
Secretary Philip Calvert in Maryland, they argued that Lord 
Baltimore had no more right to the Delaware River than " Sir 
Edmund Ploythen, in former time would make us believe 
he hath unto, when it was afterward did prove, and was 
found out that he only subuptifF and obreptiff hath some- 
thing obtained to that purpose which was invalid." 

To this it was replied by Calvert " That Ployten had no 
commission, and lay in jail in England on account of his 
debts ; that he had solicited a patent for Novum Albium 
from the King, but it was refused him, and he thereupon 
applied to the Vice Roy of Ireland, from whom he had ob- 
tained a patent, but that it was of no value." 

Plowden signed his will on the 29th of July, 1655, in which 
he styles himself " Sir Edmund Plowden, Lord Earl Palati- 
nate, Governor and Captain General of New Albion in North 
America," but not until the 2d of July, 1659, was it proved. 

The impartial historian will always speak of him as a 
harsh, visionary, and unreliable person. 

A writer in the first seriesj 4th volume, of London Notes 
and Queries, asserts " that Sir Edmund died at "VVanstead, 
County of Southampton, in possession of large estates in 
eleven parishes of England, and that to each of these parishes 
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by his will of A. D. 1655, he left money to be paid eight days 
after his demise, and directs to be buried in the chapel of 
the Plowdens at Lydbury in Salop, and a stone monument 
with an inscription in brass bearing the name of his children, 
and another with his correct pedigree, as drawn out in his 
house at Wanstead." 

The same writer mentions that Sir Edmund was in Vir- 
ginia and New England from A. D. 1620 to A. D. 1630, and 
then returned to England, and that in the Heralds Visitation 
of Salop he is entered as being in 1632 a resident of Ireland, 
and that in July, 1634, he was granted a charter for New 
Albion, which is enrolled in Dublin. 

The writer further mentions that Sir Edmund then re- 
turned as Governor of New Albion with his wife and family 
and remained for six years, but that his wife and eldest sou 
Francis retired from America before he did. 

After this article was published, the late Sebastian F. 
Streeter, then Secretary of the Maryland Historical Society, 
wrote a letter which was published in First Series, volume 
IX., page 301, asking that the alleged facts of the article in 
the Fourth volume might be verified, and proposed a series 
of questions like these : " Did the charter for New Albion 
ever pass the great seal ? "What evidence is there that Plow- 
den was in America from A. D. 1620 to 1630?" To his queries 
no answer has been given to this day, because they were un- 
answerable. 

A charter, although it passed the privy seal, was without 
validity, until the great seal of England was affixed, and no 
one has even proved that Plowden's charter was thus attested. 

Beauchamp Plantagenet, in his letter in " New Albion," 
dated December 5th, 1648, speaks of Plowden as experienced 
" by four years travel in Germany, France, Italy, and Bel- 
gium, by five years living an officer in Ireland, and this last 
seven years in America." He would scarcely have used the 
expression " this last seven years in America," if before this 
last period, he had been there ten years, as asserted in the 
Fourth volume of First Series of London Notes and Queries. 



